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President Jeri Graham called the meeting to order at 2000. 

Roll Call was conducted by the Secretary, Carol Aljets, and it was determined by the President, Jeri 
Graham, that there is sufficient numbers for a quorum and business can be conducted.  This meeting 
will serve as our Third Quarterly Meeting.  CDR Rene Campos, who was to be our speaker at the Outer 
Banks, from National MOAA is also participating in this teleconference. 

The October 2nd and 3rd meeting of NC COC was canceled by President Jeri Graham due to severe 
weather.  Both she and Albert DelGarbino, host chapter president for this meeting to be held on the 
Outer Banks, were keeping a close eye on Hurricane Joaquin which was coming up the coast.  Though 
the NC COC meetings are important the safety of the members and others attending are a top priority.  
As the storm’s path changed, it was decided early Thursday morning to cancel the meeting as so many 
attendees were planning on arriving before the actual meeting dates at the Outer Banks.  Kudos to Al 
and his team for making this decision and for working with the hotel to get refunds for those who were 
not there already.  Let Ed Baisden know if you had any problems cancelling your reservations. 

CDR Rene Campos, USN (Retired), Deputy Director, MOAA Department of Government Relations gave 
her presentation.  She gave her thanks to Al and Jeri for their hospitality.  Her power point presentation 
is made available to all who are using the teleconference. 

CDR Campos pointed out that we had several decades of wins for MOAA and subsequently all veterans 
but this may soon be changing.  More cuts than MOAA wants are probably coming down the road for 
the military in the years to come. 

Some of the issues she focused on were: 

• The Department of Defense is operating under a Continuing Resolution until December 11, 
2015.  After that, who knows what Congress will do, especially in light of the resignation and 
election of a new Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

• Both Houses of Congress are supporting a blended retirement plan (a mix of pensions and a 
Thrift Savings Plan).  Those serving prior to 2017 would be grandfathered into the existing plan.  
President Obama is expected to veto this idea but MOAA is encouraging the President not to 
veto the bill in the interest of national security. 

• COLA is expected to be 0%, Congress is talking of -1%.  Expect Medicare Part B increases with 
future COLA increases. 

• Expect cuts in housing allowance, commissaries and increases in RX fees.   
• Active Duty Pay Raise will be 1.3%. 



• We need to sign up for the Legislative Updates as we are the strength of the organization and 
are needed for action. 

CDR Campos then opened the floor for discussions and Jeri asked one question.  She prefaced with the 
statement that the NC COC has been working hard and she wanted to know if there things being done 
by other councils we could possibly use in NC COC.  CDR Campos told us of councils in DC, MD and VA 
that recognize and highlight members of Congress and the support they are giving.  Nothing replaces 
relationships.  Some of NC’s chapters have also done this.  Rene is looking forward to seeing and 
meeting our members going to Orlando. 

Minutes:  Jeri sent out a revision to the August 4th minutes which are on the Council website.  Doug 
Ehrhardt made a motion that the minutes be approved as amended, it was seconded by Matt Segal, and 
the motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ed Baisden gave the treasurer’s report and asked for any questions or comments.  
Hearing none he moved on to the proposed budget.  In the budget planning, he assumed the same level 
of money as before.  There needs to be a decision regarding the left over Boot Camp money and the 
excess from the State Convention in High Hampton.  We should not be running any risk of over-running 
the budget.  In a ‘strawman’ discussion it was decided to set aside $1,000 for the 2017 state convention.  
Also the idea of a Ryan Legacy Fund is to be discussed at the January 2016 meeting.   

Doug announced that George Brudzinski will serve as the 2016-2017 treasurer.  He will initiate the usage 
of Quick Books as he is very familiar with it having used it in his own business.  Jeri, Ed, George and Doug 
have had a teleconference reviewing the budget and transitioning of the treasury to George and Quick 
Books has been purchased.  COC will be going into 2016 with a very robust budget having over $10,000 
in the treasury.   

During the discussion of the budget Art Rodriquez, sitting in for Juan Chavez, questioned the COC 
donation of $250 to the NC USO as he thought it should be up to individual chapters.  Jeri explained that 
the reason COC gave the donation is because only a few chapters actually deal directly with the NC 
USOs.  The majority of the COC membership felt it was a good idea for the Council to support the NC 
USO.  Doug made a motion to accept the 2016 budget, it was seconded by Harley and the motion 
carried with one nay vote from the Cape Fear Chapter. 

Membership:  Jeri read an email from COL Barry Wright, MOAA Director of Chapter and Council Affairs, 
letting us know that the NC COC did not get $250 this quarter for membership and that chapters review 
the process on the way to advise MOAA of membership changes.  The Council was advised that if they 
had any questions on how to input new members on the website to let Doug, Jeri or David know and 
they will be happy to provide assistance. 

Legislative:  Harley Ellinger is satisfied that we did what we could.  On legislative issues Congress left DC 
frustrated and he felt they just wanted to get out of town.  MOAA did what they could with visits to the 
state’s Congressional delegation.  He thanked all chapters for their efforts and we had three members 
actually meet with their Congressman/women.  Two of our chapters met with Congressional staffs, 



several left information with the staffs and others were unable or could not get an appointment to visit 
their member of Congress.  Jeri advised that she has regular contact with our Congressional delegations. 

On state issues, Major General Wilson has been named the Secretary for the new Military and Veterans 
Affairs Office.  This is expected to be a big plus for the military and veterans in the state.  Attempts to 
get Bailey Patton out of committee failed.  Harley spoke with Senator Rucho and he advised that they 
had too busy a schedule for veteran’s issues and just wanted to go home.  It is not certain NC will have a 
state tax in the future.  MOAA needs more members to have a louder voice in our working with the 
state legislature and Congress.  Harley had three recommendations for the next legislative session:  
make calls to your legislators on important issues; concentrate on and call the bill sponsors; and in that 
less than 4% of the population have military connections, we need to advocate with our neighbors to 
contact their legislators.   

Jeri had a teleconference with Bob Garman, Joe Cansler, Joe Long, Vern Pike and Jack Overman 
discussing 4th Branch.  They sent a message to 4th Branch identifying areas needing a collective effort to 
help military, federal and state members getting what we have accomplished for ourselves.  We have 
been a front runner and most vocal in 4th Branch on these endeavors.  Little action is found on 4th 
Branch’s website and MOAA pushed that they must be more emphatic on our issues.  Joe Cansler 
reminded us that 90% of Bailey Patton beneficiaries are not military.  Need to get teachers and others 
more involved. 

On the 16th of November Jeri has arranged a tour and briefing at the Legislative Building for the 
legislative chairs from different military and NC veteran’s councils.  Harley will provide the names of the 
legislative liaisons.  Harley needs RSVP from those attending and there will be a briefing on the 
legislative process.  Jeri has put out the word to the commanders and legislative liaisons of the state 
American Legion and VFW posts, Purple Heart organizations, etc. 

Communications & Public Affairs:   Doug said he had a lot to share at the state meeting that was 
cancelled.  He has sent out the e-newsletter with links to several areas and to the Webinar he conducted 
at National MOAA member service center.  The deadline for rosters to National MOAA is 15 January 
2016 for the chapters to receive $250 from MOAA.  National has overhauled the process which is 
basically following guideline for awards for websites, newsletters, etc.  Doug feels that every North 
Carolina chapter should win an award for websites and their newsletter that have them.  Doug has 
made changes and placed information on the website showing how to do both of these items.  He will 
be discussing these changes at our January meeting.   

Cape Fear Chapter has the display for the Vietnam Commemorative Partner Program.  The Catawba 
Valley Chapter has put together and other chapters are welcome to use and add to it.  You are 
encouraged to take advantage of the public relations opportunity and put it in your newsletter and on 
your website.  Ed Baisden is the contact for reserving and displaying this memorial. 

JROTC Instructor of the Year:  The committee has received some chapter comments on the JROTC IOY 
Program.  Comments received has been favorable and that the program will work and that it is a good 
way to get the MOAA name out to the public.  Jeri is working on sponsors so there should be no money 



from the Council to pay for the state awards.  Doug moved that we continue the program and the 
motion was seconded by Joe.  The motion carried. 

Orlando:  Jeri has ordered shirts with the new MOAA logo and is selling them for $10.  She is working on 
getting a good picture of NC participants at the Orlando meeting. 

Next Meeting:  Jeri and Doug will be working on an agenda for the January 8 and 9, 2016 meeting in 
Charlotte.  Ron Morgan announced that COL Brian Anderson will be the guest speaker and will be 
installing the new officers for the Council and that Doug will be doing the same for the Charlotte-
Metrolina Chapter.  Jeri has invited MG Wilson who lives in the Charlotte area to our meeting.  The 
chapter is working on activities for spouses and Doug is looking into a meeting over lunch after the COC 
meeting for new officers after our business meeting.  See the website for further details.  This meeting 
will be considered our 1st Quarterly Meeting of 2016. 

Albert DelGarbino has been looking into having the April 2016 meeting at the same place on the Outer 
Banks per Doug’s request.  It is looking good for April 1 and 2nd.  Check COC website for further details. 

Chapter News:   

Joe Cansler, Catawba Valley’s first member, LTC Al Stucky will be celebrating his 100th birthday and a 
celebration is to be later this month. 

Ron Morgan. Charlotte-Metrolina, reported that they sponsored their first golf tournament, had 39 
golfers and raised $4,000.  He thanked David Lee and Al Beymer for joining us and helping out.  The US 
Global Leadership has sponsored two meetings in Charlotte and the NC COC is a member.  He 
recommended attendance to any such affair when they come to your area.  Jeri said they would be 
willing to provide a speaker from their group for a future meeting. 

Bill Colmer’s chapter, Sandhills, sponsored a golf tournament, their 10th, and raised $14,000 for JROTC 
units they support.  They also have two additional outings, the Patriotic Concert and the Veteran’s 
Putting Challenge, raising funds to support veterans. 

Bob Gibbard, High Country Chapter will participate in a Veteran’s Day Salute at the Boone Mall.  Bob 
asked how they do this and he was encouraged to contact Bill Colmer or Juan Chavez who would be 
happy to talk to him. 

Cape Fear raised $23,000 at their annual golf tournament. 

Meeting adjourned at 2145. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Jeri Graham     Carol Aljets 

President     Secretary 


