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POLITICALLY NEUTRAL

PARK YOUR SHIELD AND MACE

AT THE

DOOR



“ELECTION YEAR”

2016
THIS WILL BE A VERY HARD YEAR
T0
STAY POLITICALLY NEUTRAL!
HOWEVER — TRY & TRY & TRY




“DO NOT”

BLOW THEM
OUT OF THE WATER
WITH POLITICAL
RHETORIC
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STRONG MILITARY FORCES

DEPEND ON
A
STRONG NATIONAL & STATE

“ECONOMY”



NATIONAL
ISSUES



THANK YOU

TO THE NORTH CAROLINA
LEGISLATIVE LIAISON
REPRESENTATIVES
FOR
AUGUST 2015 VISITATIONS



POINT PAPERS — NAT. MOAA

1) Military pay and benefits.

2) Commissaries.

3) TRICARE pharmacy fees.

4) Eliminate the Widow Tax.

5) Eliminate disabled retirees from forfeiting

part or all of their retired pay for VA
disability.




RESULTS OF AUGUST VISITS

1) MEETING WITH REPRESENTATIVE - 3

2) MEETING WITH STAFF — 2

3) LEFT INFORMATION ONLY WITH STAFF — 2
4) STILL TRYING TO MAKE APPOINTMENT — 2
5) NOT ABLE TO MAKE APPOINTMENT - 3

6) NO REPORT -2

NOTE: Does not add to 13 as there are more
than one liaison person per district.




CONGRESS - 2015

ABSOLUTE FRUSTRATION
IN
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
BECAUSE OF
LACK OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS



CONGRESS

THEY NEEDED
A
BREAK









NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE RESULTS

1) No COLA in 2016.

2) Reduced monthly premium increase for
Medicare Part B of 52%.

3) Major changes to mil. Retirement System.

4) Major overhaul to mil. health care system
with increase to fees and co-pays.

5) Increase in defense budget with a rider —
reduce Pentagon civilian strength by 25%
during this 2016 budget cycle.




NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE RESULTS

NAT. DEFENSE AUTH. ACT

PAONKS

1) Halts transfer of 24 AH-64 Apache Helicopters
from NC National Guard to Active Army.

2) Temp. Halts deactivation of 440%™ Airlift Wing
at Fort Bragg pending approval by Ft. Bragg’s
top military commanders.



MOAA ACTIONS FOR 2016

1) 420,000 E-mails sent to legislators — 2015.

2) STORM THE HILL — early April.

3) August legislative visits.

4) Continue the ten lobbyists in Wash. DC.

5) Much hard work is needed and expected
to support national MOAA — each chapter
MUST have an active legislative VP! The
volume of correspondence counts.







STATE ISSUES

BUDGET 2015-2017
New Dept. of Mil. & Veteran affairs
MG (RET) CORNELL WILSON, JR. in charge
Cabinet level position
Income tax reduction
BUT: - no passage of Bailey/Patton bill
(never made it out of committee)



STATE ISSUES

Bailey/Patton Law

Will it ever Pass? Probably Not!

WHY- 1) State doing away with income tax.
2) Group benefited by law — unpopular.
3) Veteran lobbying effort ineffective.

IMPROVE LOBBYING:

1) Conc. on sponsor of bill/comm. ch.
2) Increase participation of all veterans






STATE ISSUES

Bailey/Patton Bill

WHY IS IMPORTANT TO KEEP TRYING TO PASS
THIS BILL?

1) There is still an income tax.

2) A future state legislature may reinstitute
another income tax or increase the
existing one now in place.

3) A future state legislature may remove
Bailey/Patton altogether.



STATE ISSUES

1) Ensure relevant Mil. Svc. Exp. is considered
for credentialing and licensing.

2) Ensure equal tax treatment of federal, state,
local, and military benefits. (Bailey/Patton)

3) Protect service members, veterans, and
their families from increasing the cost of
consumer installment loans, or authorizing
payday or car titles.



LEGISLATIVE EVENT
RALEIGH, NC NOV. 16, 2015

1) NCCOC — 22 members attended.

2) Legislative building tour- Pat Chamberlain.

3) How a law is made — Denise Weeks.

4) Effective lobbying — Speaker Pro Tem of
House of Representatives — Rep.Paul Stam.

5) Lunch with NC Veterans Council

6) Veterans Legislative Day in Raleigh is on
Wednesday, May 11, 2016



Rep. Paul Stam — passing a bill
into a law

1) Bill must have attached a memorandum
outlining the cost to North Carolina.

2) Bill must benefit all North Carolina and not
a small group of individuals.

3) Bill must have an effective sponsor.

4) Bill must first get out of house finance
committee and on to house floor for vote.
(if it involves money) Senate defers to house.



HOW A LAW IS MADE

1) Drafting of a bill -
Legislative Svc. Comm. Bill Drafting Division
Office of the Attorney General
2) Introduction of bill to General Assembly -
Only by a member of General Assembly “SPONSOR”
FIRST READING
3) Reference to a committee by —
Speaker of House for House bills
Chair of Rules and Operations of the Senate
committee for Senate Bills




HOW A LAW IS MADE

4) Passed out of committee to Senate/House
with amendments.

5) Consideration by first House where debate
and a vote is taken. If favorable — passed
SECOND READING

6) Moves to debate and a vote — if passes
THIRD AND FINAL READING




HOW A LAW IS MADE

7) Consideration by Second House —
Repeat the process same as first House

8) Concurrence in Amendments
9) Enrollment of bill — clean copy
10) After Nov. 1996 Governor of NC

Sign bill — law

Not sign bill — 10 days law/30 days Leg.

not is session law
Veto bill — leg. overrides veto by 3/5 vote - law



HOW A LAW IS MADE

11) New law is given a chapter number and
published in “Session Laws of North

Carolina”.
The term “Bill” is no longer used, but is

replaced by the term “Law”.






GET BILL OUT OF COMMITTEE

THE PROBLEM!
24 HOUR NOTICE WHEN
BILL COMES UP FOR
CONSIDERATION

1) Attach bill to another more popular bill.
2) Pack the gallery with supporters of the bill.






PACK THE COMMITTEE ROOM

NC VETERANS COUNCIL
RAPID RESPONSE SQUAD

1) 10 Veterans that can respond in 24 hours to

be present at the committee hearing of bill.
2) 2 alternant veterans as substitutes.
3) 2 members of squad willing to speak for bill.
4) Lobbyists also present.
5) Squad members willing to serve for a session.







EFFECTIVE LOBBBYING

1) Least effective — mass e-mails

2) Better — direct phone call, real letters,
visit legislators office, paid lobbyist.

3) Best — visit legislator in home office in the
off season when legislature not in session.

4) Very Best — a visit under (3) by a constituent
(voter) in his/her district.

NOTE: when visiting leave a talking point paper.
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ADVOCACY

As the military community continues to
decrease into a smaller and smaller minority,

(as | see it) we can only survive by enlisting the
help of our neighbors and friends to become
our advocates! | encourage our NCCOC to
explore ways with National MOAA to
accomplish this task. There is much at stake.
The following are comments from my friends
and neighbors:-



COMMENTS

1) Why does America need a military, we have
the police?
2) Why does America need an Army, we have

Homeland security?
3) The military is overpaid.
4) America is a “bully” in the world.

5) With the American military the size of
Sweden, the world would be safer.



ADVOCACY

1) Enlist help from your neighbors.

2) Develop your own personal “talking point
paper” as why we need a strong military.

3) Attend other veteran groups beside MOAA
In your area.

4) Engage in dialog with our legislators.

5) Stay in touch with MOAA’s legislative
Initiatives.






