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POLITICALLY NEUTRAL 

 

PARK YOUR SHIELD AND MACE 

 

AT THE 

  

DOOR 

 



AMERICAN LEGION 

• “The corporation shall be nonpolitical and 
may not promote the candidacy of an 
individual seeking public office.” 

•  “The American Legion shall be absolutely 
nonpolitical and shall not be used for the 
dissemination of partisan principles nor for 
the promotion of the candidacy of any person 
seeking public office or preferment.” 





“ELECTION YEAR” 

2016 

THIS WILL BE A VERY HARD YEAR 

TO 

STAY POLITICALLY NEUTRAL! 

HOWEVER – TRY & TRY & TRY 



“DO NOT” 

BLOW THEM 

OUT OF THE  WATER 

WITH POLITICAL  

RHETORIC 







NATIONAL 

ISSUES 



 STRONG MILITARY FORCES 

DEPEND ON 

A 

STRONG NATIONAL & STATE 

“ECONOMY” 
 





CURRENT ISSUES - 2016 

EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP AT 

 

      Chapter President 

 

      Legislative Chapter VP – legislative affairs. 

 

      Legislative Liaison People for Congress. 



MOAA WINS 
2015-2016 

1. Preserve commissary benefits & restore  

    $300,000,000 in funding. 

2. Blocked consolidation of TRICARE Health Plan. 

3. Retained dual Military Couple Housing. 

4. Repealed CPI neg. 1% COLA cut. 



CURRENT ISSUES – 2016 

1. Ensure TRICARE reforms = top-quality care. 

2. Prevent bad TRICARE fee increases. 

3. Sustain military pay to = private sector. 

4. Block erosion of compensation & commissary 

      benefits. 

5. Protect military retirement/COLAs. 

6. Sustain wounded-warrior programs. 

      (1/6 of all caregivers care for post 9/11 vets.) 



CURRENT ISSUES - 2016 

7.  End disabled/survivor penalties. 

8.  Fix Guard/Reserve retirement. 

9.  Improve spouse and family support. 

10. Assure timely access to the VA, and improve 
the overall VA system of care.  

NOTE:  MOAA members sent more than  

             300,000 messages to Congress for 

             repealing COLA cap. 



VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

1. Long waiting times for care. 

2. Lack of quality of medical care. 

3. Many vacancies of employees. 

4. Perceived discrimination ie. race, sex, rank. 

5. Poor employee performance. 

6. Poor computer and paper records. 

7.  Questionable patient rules and procedures. 

8.  Loss of retired pay during in house treatment.  





TRICARE DRUG CO-PAYS 

1. Co-pays for brand-name/some generic meds 
equals a $2-4 increase. 

2.  Co-pays for brand-name drugs home delivery 

      rose to $20 for 90 day supply. 

3. Retail Pharmacy fee rose to $24 for name-
brand drugs and $10 for generic ones. 

4. Non-formulary drugs rose $3. 

NOTE:  PRESIDENT PROPOSES MORE CHANGES! 

 

 



SELECTIVE SERVICE  

All 18-25 – year old Am. males req. to register. 
              (documented or undocumented) 
FAILURE TO REGISTER:  $250,000 fine 
                         A felony - 5 years in prison 
                         No Gov. loans or employment 
50/50 chance all Am. Females age 18-25 years  
            will be required to register for draft.  
               (documented or undocumented) 
  
 



CURRENT ISSUES - 2016 

“IMPORTANT”   

THAT WE 

STAND UNITED IN 

ACTION 

 



STORM THE HILL 

 

WASHINGTON, DC 

CAPITOL HILL 

APRIL 13, 2016 





SUMMER LEGISLATIVE VISITS 

Dist. #1 – Rep. G. K. Butterfield 

                  Liaison Person:  Gloria Schaberg 

Dist. #2 – Rep. Renee Ellmers  

                  Liaison Person:  Juan I. Chavez 

Dist. #3 – Rep. Walter Jones 

                  Liaison Person:  William Culler 

Dist. #4 – Rep. David Price 

                  Liaison Person:  Michael Flynn 



SUMMER LEGISLATIVE VISITS 

Dist. #5 – Rep. Virginia Fox 

                  Liaison Person:  Frederick Schmitt 

Dist. #6 – Rep. Mark Walker  

                  Liaison Person:  Hank Wade 

Dist. #7 – Rep. David Rouzer 

                  Liaison Person:  Michael Graham 

Dist. #8 – Richard Hudson 

                  Liaison Person: Tom Nesbit 



SUMMER LEGISLATIVE VISITS 

Dist.  #9 – Rep. Robert Pittenger 

                   Liaison People:  Michael Brophy 

                                                Carol Aljets 

Dist. #10 – Rep. Patrick McHenry 

                    Liaison People:  Spence Campbell 

                                                 Larry Wilson 



SUMMER LEGISLATIVE VISITS 

Dist. #11 - Rep. Mark Meadows 

                   Liaison People:  Spence Campbell 

                                                Larry Wilson 

Dist. #12 - Rep. Alma Adams 

                   Liaison Person:  Mark Beymer 

Dist. #13 – Rep. George Holding 

                    Liaison Person:  Herb Segal 





NC STATE ISSUES – 2016 
SHORT SESSION 

 

COL (RET) JERI 

GRAHAM 





STORM THE HILL  
NORTH CAROLINA 

PLACE:  Raleigh, NC  

DATE:    Wed., May 11, 2016 

PEOPLE INVOLVED:  everyone  that can ppt.                 

   (short session: April 27 to July 4, 2016)  

OPPORTUNITY:  meet with YOUR legislators. 

OPPORTUNITY:  meet other MOAA members. 

OPPORTUNITY:  learn upfront how leg. works.  



NC STATE ISSUES – 2016 
SHORT SESSION 

H0005  Military Veterans Special License Plate 

              New Law – add word for female vets. 

H0256  Handicapped Parking Vet. License Plate 

              5/22/2015 – Refer to com. on trans. 

              Hearing on April 27, 2016 12:00 noon 

               Senate:  1425 leg. Bld. – Raleigh, NC  



NC STATE ISSUES – 2016 
SHORT SESSION 

H0842  Medicaid Wavier Protection – Mil. Family 

              7/22/2015 – Refer to Rules & Operations 

              Senate.  Meet with chairperson  

 

S0488  Amend Mil. Interstate Family Sup. Act 

H0298 (child sup., civil actions, marriage, etc.) 

          6/24/2015 – passed, signed, SL 2017-117 



NC STATE ISSUES – 2016 
SHORT SESSION 

H0860  Limit Soldier Community College Tuition 
              4/29/2015  Refer to committee on 
              Senate  ---   Rules and Operations.  
              Meeting with Sen. Harry Brown 
S1050   Number of Veterans Employed 
              5/6/2015    Refer  to committee on  
                                   Homeland Security & 
                                   Military Vet. Affairs. 
               Meeting with Sen. Harry Brown        
  



NC STATE ISSUES – 2016 
SHORT SESSION 

S0120  DOI License Processing Fee 

             Not of interest to MOAA 

H0196  7/16/2015 Refer to com. On Judiciary IV 

       NOT ON SCHEDULE FOR SHORT SESSION  

Bailey/Patton: Equal Taxation of Gov. Employees 

H0114  5/27/2015  Refer to Com. on Pensions 

S0338                        Refer to Com. on Finance    

  

 





EFFECTIVE LOBBYING 

1. Identify those legislators that support bill. 

2. Identify those legislators that oppose bill. 

3. Identify those legislators that have not 
decided about your bill. 

4. The lobbyist is an advisor to the process, and 

      not a cure all or end to the process. 

5. Identify those MOAA members that can 
lobby the appropriate legislators. 



 
GET BILL OUT OF COMMITTEE 

 
THE PROBLEM! 

24 HOUR NOTICE WHEN 

BILL COMES UP  FOR 

CONSIDERATION 
 

    1) Attach bill to another more popular bill. 

    2) Pack the gallery with supporters of the bill. 



PACK THE COMMITTEE ROOM 

NC VETERANS COUNCIL 

RAPID RESPONSE SQUAD 

1) 10 Veterans that can respond in 24 hours to 

      be present at the committee hearing of bill. 

2) 2 alternant veterans as substitutes. 

3) 2 members of squad willing to speak for bill. 

4) Lobbyists also present. 

5)  Squad members willing to serve for a session. 

 



EFFECTIVE LOBBYING 

  1) Least effective – mass e-mails 

  2) Better – direct phone call, real letters, 

       visit legislators office, paid lobbyist. 

  3) Best – visit legislator in home office in the 

       off season when legislature not in session. 

  4) Very Best – a visit under (3) by a constituent 

       (voter) in his/her district. 

   NOTE:  when visiting leave a talking point paper. 





ELECTION - NOVEMBER 2016 

 

ECONOMY 




