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1. Included in House Bill 1030 Appropriations:

- 100K for State Veterans Cemeteries to support 2 FTE’s for maintenance (MG Wilson had asked for 400K) state
cemeteries are supported through different “pots” of funds. More maintenance funds desperately needed. So a start.
- 10K appropriated to execute name change for Black Mountain Veterans Home to Zebulon Doyle Alley State

Veterans Home. A great American who advocated for Veterans issues for decades.

2. Bills for Short Session that had been agreed upon by NCVC. All had made “crossover” and we thought would have
best chances of being acted upon during Short Session.

a. House Bill 5 — Military Veterans Special Plate. While this bill had been passed and is law, we are still working on
getting a Women Veterans Plate.

b. House Bill 256 — Handicapped Parking / Veterans Plate. Approved! Hurray
c. House Bill — Medicaid Waiver Protections / Military Families. Approved! Double Hurray!

d. House Bill 860 — Limit Soldiers Community College Tuition. Has been heard at Committee. No final results as of this
date but if not decided in Short Session, will continue to work for Long Session.

e. Senate Bill 105 — Include Number Veterans Employed in Annual Report. Approved by Senate Committee. Hoping to
get through Chambers today.

f. House Bill 114 Equal Tax Treatment of Government Retirees (Bailey). While not on “crossover” list, it was eligible
because it was very much budget related. Due to other bills reflecting decreased taxation, this bill did not passed this
session but work continues.

3. Lessons Learned (Graham perspective)

a. Support from pro-bono lobbyists (Nelson Mullins firm — Chip Killian and George Teague)for NCVC was invaluable.
Great to see the respect they have from all legislators. We made a great team!

b. Working the building is WORK and bucks. Travel time, gas in the tank, parking.

c. A challenge to get rapid response teamwork, for calendar changes were daily. | had several NCVC members attend
meetings with me which was great.

d. I learned how much you can accomplish by persistent presence and communications. All legislators were always
cordial, respectful and responsive. Sometimes everything does not go your way but without interventions, and showing
your support, | doubt if any one of these bills would have been acted upon.

e. HB2 — This had impact on scheduling for special meetings were often called. Distracting.

f. | learned the power of advocacy from national MOAA. We can have a great impact on issues affecting Military and
Veterans Issues.

g. Graham was selected (at a meeting | was not able to attend) as Chair of the Legislative Committee for 4" Branch.

| have continued to push for improvements to ENGAGE. Will have first meeting of this committee within several weeks.

h. Tonight will use House Bill 842 as an example of how advocacy work can make a difference.
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